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ever, either they did not have such wishes, or the gratification of
these wishes, instead of yielding happiness, only intensified their
yearning for their own sex.

We have repeatedly referred to a bi-sexual disposition, and from a
psychologic point of view we have sufficient proof of its existence. In
puberty, this disposition manifests itself with increased intensity, but
it often manifests itself earlier in a naive form. In George Sand, for
instance, it asserted itself when as a young child she play-acted her
bi-sexuality in front of a mirror. To transform the play into a serious
pursuit, the constitutional bi-sexuality must be combined with
psychologic motives that make a finally favourable outcome
impossible. The goal of psychologic development is not to resolve
this irresolution completely; its task is only to distribute the normal
bisexual tendencies quantitatively, and in the process to turn those
components that would lead to homosexuality to goals advan-
tageous for the feminine individual and her normal sexuality. We
have underlined the importance of a favourable association with a
person of the same sex, especially in the early stages of puberty. This
association is important, not only because it constitutes a protective
shield against a regressive return to the mother, but also because the
homosexual component develops more favourably than when it is
repressed and absent. In such a relationship the unusable surplus of
homosexual tendencies can be best disposed of. This takes place
partly by their gratification, partly by sublimation, partly by the
acting out of the ambivalent feelings relating to the mother, etc.
Experience teaches us that a certain amount of real activity affords
the best protection against excessive fantasy indulgence, and there-
fore also against the abnormal development of the homosexual
tendencies.

Innate bi-sexuality as the biologic background of the triangle
assumes an abnormal significance only if unfavourable influences are
at work. We shall not deal here with persons in whom, as in our
case of hermaphroditism, physiologic processes have caused a
deviation of the sexual development. We shall devote our attention
instead to the psychologic motives that we hold responsible for
female homosexuality. Even in the most normal puberty, the
still unconscious sexual yearnings of the girl in the psychologic
triangle are seen to swing between the two poles of bi-sexuality,
between attraction and' repulsion. Prospects of wish fulfilment are
the pole of attraction; frustration, anxiety, and mobilization of
guilt feelings are the pole of repulsion. Owing to the complexity
of all psychologic processes, attraction and repulsion are not evenly